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third stage in the life of symbols is found when contact is
lost with the originili experience. At this time either the
symbol is ignored or is met with scepticism, whilst other
people hold on blindly to the symbol in a kind of fideism,
which does not attend to its origin or meaning. This last
stage can he veiy dose to magic. What is then needed at a
time of scepticism or fideism is a reflective reconstruction of
the sjTnbol. This fourth stage is a task for every generation.
We need to see the Scapolar within the whole of Carmelite
spirituality, and especially in relation to the core Marian
themes.

26. In particular such reflection and reconstruction of the
Scapolar sjmnbol implies that we think oot and make oor
own the fact that Mary is oor Patroness, who cares for us
as Mother and Sister. Oor Mother nortores the divine life
within OS and teaches os the way to God. Cor Sister walks
with OS in the joomey of transformation, inviting os to
make oors her own response, "Oh let what yoo have said
he done to me" (Loke 1.38). Bot Patronage is a two-way
relationship. We receive Mary's care; in tom we are called
opon to imitate her and to honoor her throogh fidelity to
her Son.

The Habit of Mary
27. The Scapolar is essentially a "habit". Those who receive it

are aggregated or associated in varying degrees with Carmel
that is dedicated to the service of Oor Lady for the good of
the whole Church^^. We can deepen oor appreciation for this
gift by reflecting on the meaning of garments and clothing in
Scripture. We need clothing for protection against the
elements (see Sir 29:21); it is a blessing from God (see Deot
10:18; Matt 6:28-30); it symbolises ali God's promises of
restoration (see Bar 5:1-4). Ultimately we are to he clothed
with immortality (see 2 Cor 5:3-4). Bot in the meantime we
are to he clothed in newness (see Col 3:10); indeed we are to
put on Christ (see Rom 13:14). From oor Rute we shoold

" See Ibid n. 5.
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presenza di Maria nella nostra vita e nel nostro cammino dietro
a Gesù Cristo, in comunione con la Chiesa e questa nostra uma
nità. Solo così, con cuore povero e meditativo (cfr Le 2, 19. 51),
con una fede interrogante, con «occhi penetranti e cuore largo»
(Novo millennio ineunte 58), sapremo rispondere alla presenza
materna della Madre del Signore, con responsabilità storica e
nuova profezia.

Sostenuti dalla presenza dolce e materna di Maria, sapremo
essere nella Chiesa partecipi della sua missione a servizio del Re
gno, come autentici discepoli del Signore, testimoni impegnati
nella santità e nella giustizia, nella speranza e nell'amore.

Facciamo nostra la conclusione della lettera dei nostri supe
riori generali: «Maria, nostra Patrona, Madre e Sorella, ci copra
con il manto della sua speciale protezione in modo che, rivestiti
del suo abito, possiamo essere portati alla santa montagna. Cri
sto nostro Signore, nel cui ossequio viviamo» (Con Maria, 36).

Roma, 21 giugno 2001
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